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To the brave people in these photographs 
and for the thousands of people who are like them. 


Bi 


coniietan (be prliin cisiteroriaeid. matana) abd allowing 
itself (the 


armation is the 


iL to come to p freoly and completely 


ultimate matter or wtima materia)... Tran 


hody-mind-spirit, to 


art of allowing our essential nature, 
manifest completely and freely without conflict and fixation. 
ed all, Ie is 
sare, but 


Ibis the art of freving the whole person; body 


not the willfil attempt to change whe and what 


the art of becoming who we are. 


— Joffrey Maitland 


ophical alchemy is the art of transforming what stands in misery, conflict, fixation, and 


Introduction 


A tomboy as a child, | shunned dre 


as arly as | can remember. My parents had lots of Photo hook, 
with pictures of The War and pre-World War Two Americs 
by Walker Evans and Dorothea 


luenced my artistic and aesthe 


here, | first saw ima 


who greatly in Kiros 


My father had stories of his own about what it was 


like to grow up in Lowa near the end of the Great Depre 


ion; 
he and his siblings would seour the railroad tracks to find bits 


of coal that had fallen from the trains’ coal cars, and he quit 
could work to feed his family, Through 
Lange's photographs, | gained a visual understanding of my 
father 
touched me deeply and helped me understand his tough 
attitude about living and his generation's no-nonsense work 


ethic, as well as the universality of the human condition of 


hool at thirteen so 


about working: clavswicvival. Hee tonya 


fe and the will to persevere. 


oked to these images from the past to learn some- 


I'v 
fitnacol eonmpasaton onilia eensnve! the lievoie: In nay-awa life 


along with my father’s words, they have taught me to honor 


jabor and to keep putting one foot in front of the other, 
Being drawn to photography as a medium of expression seems 


only natural for me, given the emotional impact it has had on 


my life, Ithas been the most powerful teaching tool for me te 
date, and I feel the message in my work isn't very different 


Lis a vision about strength and will 


from Lange’s or Evan 


and everyday people, 


and rolling down my socks. I loved playing Army games, and 
my favorite doll was a G.I. Joe. When my mother died in 

1968, | moved from Pasadena, California to rural Arkansas 
to live with my father, his wife and her two teenage children. 


I didn't see my three 


sisters again until I was nearly twenty: 
1 


My father’s farm was just outside a small rural town of 


cu hundred people at the foot of the Ozark Mounlaine 
at the 


thint 
He for the love of them and was employed 


nearby nuclear plant, A lot af my adolescence and carly lee 


aised hor: 


were spent working 


ing th 


lush and wild cous 
5 Mansell uewursneriene lane «acnagcan tice bail 


iéle'T abuid bow pevehintid-daydnoairied, 


of ap 


At the onse! 


our lives; | grew very restless and heeame a regular fixture 


down 


cigarettes and marijua 
Ay friends and I rafted swollen rivers, drag-raced, 


turou 


rou 


hoc! 


verl 
devele 


ven 


femal 


ing 


Thet 


laut 


l 
sexual 
identi 
friend 


chang 
could [ tell? Who would understand what even | could barely 


balize? T could only wear baggy clothing to hide my ever- 


egun to experim 


ith my fa 


¢ horses. In pare tim 


ane 


of puberty, th 


reside with my 


ther, building fences and feed- 
ne after school, | explored the 
nall pack of canine 


hat slightly insane time in all 


al the local greasy spoon in town. I dressed in overalls 


sping breasts and somehe 


je friends returned home 


took a pleasant drive down ad 
ed about whether I had ever considered being a lesbian. 
sought hadn't even occurred to me. | was elated at the 


suggestion! Why not? If T cou 


Come to think of it, won 


friends Like greased lig! 


ty gol around town. It too 


= to turn their backs 


school 


student council president. All « 


ing no support or eo 


workhoots and learned to swear like a trucker and smoke 
. | loved anything daring and adven- 


je crazy horses and ran from cops. 
Da wry teens and even before then, I had begun to feel terrifically uncomfortable as a female 


ied person. When I was twelve years old, | heard of people 
ing sex, and | even wrote away for information. But who 


ow learn to cope with the incon- 


jence of menstruation. At about seventeen, | had barely 
ent sexually with boys when one of my older 


on leave from the Army. As we 
ict voad; she very carefully 


dir't he a boy, then I could be a 


men were very attractive! 


nfortunately, my excitement wasn't shared by my hetero- 


hining, the news of my new-found 


sk even less time for all of my 


nme. | was in my junior year of high 


where [ had heen unexpectedly clected class president and 


sf a sudden, | was outeast. 


ace, I quit school and ran away 


pent the next couple of years 


from home. 


Struggling (, 


ing long hus vides across the States 


survive and ts 
see the world beyond that small place. Working Labi. 
obg 


fruit picking and construction elean-up—| barely got h, 


bYing te 


returned to Arkavses, oot having found the place to cal \ 
and worked util | (lt the te to hay the next hu te 
ran a truckstop fuel stotion fora while, then I got a job ee 

a 


youth conservation-corps crew, One day, while I was mixing 


cement for a rock wall we were building, these two very lech; 
y lesbian. 


looking women approached from a nearby campground. Th, 
anit see . They 
were from San Francisco, Within a few hours of friendly 


ly 
conversation, these seemingly sophisticated dykes convinced 


me that my fame and fortune were to be found in a city by the 
ocean. Weeks later; | purchased my last bus ticket, grabbed 
duffel bag and went out West. 


ed my 


i* lived in the San Francisco lesbian scene for nine years, when at twenty-six, I finally began to 
address my discomfort about my gender. I can only speculate 
about the timing, Maybe it was because I was finally living 
by myself and didn't have to contend with any negative peer 


pressure, or maybe | was finally old enough to deal with it, 
Other things had changed too. I had quit smoking pot and 
tobacco, which I suspect had, until then, suppressed my 
feelings. In addition, I was recovering from the failure of a 
very passionate relationship that had left me devastated. For 
the first time in my life, | wasn’t numb, 


The need to change became all-consuming: I started the 
step-by-step process of therapy, doctors and surgeons. Taking 
testosterone as hormone therapy and developing a hody- 
building regimen, I ever so slowly and painfully began to 
reinvent myself. | photographed myself and sent amateur 
snapshots to friends and family in order to show them how 
happy I was; [ wanted them to get used to the idea of my bod 
being different. If they could see my new beard and chest sans 


breasts, perhaps it would he easier for them to accept my new 
identity. You know, so they would stop calling me “she.” | was 
e when | had discovered my sexuality as 


a teenager. Only this time, | refused to feel any shame. | was 


excited, too, much | 


creating a beautiful new body image, and [ was proud of it: 


Ws tly side destin ray own pervonal joutriey giadially evolved inta an 
ion, Lmpulsively, I began to photogeaph . ly 
other transsex hat I knew, feeling compelled to make 
images of their emotional and physical triumphs, | was fueled 
by my need to be validated and wanted, in turn, to validate 


them, I wanted the world to see us, I mean, really see us, 


vised unis: 


si had no formal training, | took a hasie photography 
nd lcarned to print my images. My first work was done 


with a simple Pentax K1O00. Within a year, | managed to 
have my first show, which earned critical attention. After 

J wore eshibitions, | graduated from thirty-five 
millimeter (9 medium format, Still preferring the simplicity 
of a manual ated camera, | bought a used Pentax six— 
hy-seven body and a new one thirty-five maero lens, Finding 


the rectangular wezative more appealing than the shape of a 


two-and-one-quarter inch square, I decided to continue using 

a field camera. Besides, this Pentax was as durable as a tank: 

J could drop it and still be in the running. Transitioning to a 

larger negative helped me regard myself more seriously as a fay 
aeifiastonal pkelocranhonrond.the eciep besitttal queliigrol iS 


the photographs inspired new images. 


Tw the financial challenge, The Work has taken on a life of its own, and | am pressed to keep 
producing. I use a shutter-release bulb in my self-portraits 

because I ueually worls alone; my camera doem't havea 

shutter timer, so I have to press the shutter button myself, 1 
actually prefer this method to ensure that the work is entirely 
of my own vision. People have asked me, however, why I don't 
try to conceal the bulb in the photographs. At times, given the 


composition of a photograph, concealing the bulb may not be 
ible. | also feel a certain pride in making a decent image 
srough the lens, so I don't really mind that 
Its presence serves as a metaphor: | am 


without 
the bulb 


creating my own image alone, an act that reflects the trans- 


sexual experience as well, 


E. the longest time, transsexuals and especially transsexual men (female-to-males) have been virtually 


invisible to the dominant culture. Marginalized even within 


iN I have obser 


another movement! 


exuals 


ian subculture, tran 


have eUpied 


the gay and | 
f our own. In the last decade or so, 


» More 
cual people have heen and 


waking out about 


more trans our 


Ives f 

8 for th, 

| to develop our own voice. Body Ajo homy ig Ai 
he 


entation of transsexual men from within 


We are beginning to represent ot 


first time a 


my intention to embrace 
n this work those people who may identify tore 


comfortably ive” A 
grow-ing number of people are and have been questioning 


parallel 


and includ 
transgender,” or “gender transgre, 


| representations of gender. Some have had 


the more u 
lemntealianid surgical enbanconient, audlaay have ag 


slatic gender identification than that of 
als 


fluid range of gender embodiment. My own intimate partner, 


Inhabiting a | 
typical transsex they are exploring and expe! iencing a 
Kayt, is one such individual. [ronically, it has been through 
knowing and loving her that I have gained an even deeper 
anding of the mutable soul, Her flexible consciousness 


unders 
has encouraged me to be generous in my thinking and less 
rigid about the way others self-define, or in fact, when they 
choose not to. 

In an effort to address these issues, | have produced a very 
personal project with Kayt. Along with my photo essay and its 


symbolic representations of the two of us, | have invited Kayt 


to write about her experience of being transgendered and 


about our sometimes conventional, sometimes unconventional 
relationship, We hope that this inclusion will offer yet another 


perspective on what it means to be transgendered. 


Loren Cameron 


May 1996 


salf-Portaits 


amney 


E.... time [ tell someone I am a transsexual, | have a turbulent series of emotions. At first, Lam 
afraid that whomever I'm telling will have a negative response, 

thot they will somehow be repelled and become hostile or in 

sar ject me. As | beg 


to speals, my heartbeat races a 
liu i feel my face flush with the heat of embarrassment. 


Trai stammer as the words fall out of my mouth, 
failing & canceal my nervousness. My stomach tightens in 
anticip 

Hol thon, if Tve been given a positive reception, I hegin to 
spill it all with myopic enthusiasm, answering every question, 


which alwaye encourages another, People are naturally curious, 


and 


consensually invited their voyeurism; they can't help but watch 


me have a real need to know. By revealing myself, I have 


as | make a spectacle of myself. Their attention and accep- 
tance fuels my eagerness to tell: I feel unique in my own way. 


My uncon If-absorption, however, leads me to com- 


rT 


pulsive indiscretions, and I easily disclose everything that is 


personal, To confide in them is both alluring and enchanting. 

In the end, when [ have spilled my guts or exhausted their 
interest, [ begin to retreat a little. A grayness falls over me, 
and I realize that | feel unsafe. I feel naked. Self-doubt starts 
to poke holes in my ego, and I begin to think | have exploited 
myself: T am ashamed of my exhibitionism: I promise myself 
not to tell anyone ever again, 


Qe Profundis 


I first photo exhibition. I stood for hours on a cold and windy sidewalk and leafleted 
never forget my first photo ¢ pasworaby. It seemed an effective way to draw people into the 

II reeially those who hadn't read about the show in th 

ga 5 


local payers: On the handbills, had printed nade ported 


ssexual. They were provocative images 
amples of my work, but being so revealed placed 


myself and another tra 


and yt 


me ina vulnerable position that was more than a | 


ittle scary, 
Thad strategically ian part 
of the city, where I felt most secure, in hope of finding a 
pportive public. After a little while, working the crowded 
od that it wasn't as safe a place as I had thought, 


ated myself in theigeyand | 


et, Trea 


While many people were receptive, there were nearly as maa 
who were indifferent or actively hostile. I remember feeling. 
shocl: as a man turned on me, crushing the flier into my hand 
while telling me how repulsive | was, Over and over, I watched 
as people laughed out loud or joked about our transsexual 
hodi 


One woman, glancing at the piece of paper, actually 
sneered at me and flung it away from hee. | was devastated, 


lendured it as long as | could, and then I retreated, feeling 
alone, At home in my bed, still hearing their laughter 


v 


and seeing their leering faces, I pulled the covers over me. I 
tried to push away their memory and the terrible feelings of 
shame, but my thoughts turned dark and full of anger. | 


despdisad of ever belonging: 


nesexual men marched in th 


an Francisco Gay Pride Parade in 1994, | had an 


nored folding one end of a banner that read FTM 
rR 1 lt walked hare-chested with my head held 
hich htening experience: just a handful of us 
Pinvnd with literally hundreds of thousands of 
pe . vg us, We were all nervous, and [ remember 
whispeting itedly to my banner mate to slow his pace 


heeause | wanted to absorb it all and fix the moment in my 
mind forever. | wanted to watch people's reactions to us, and 
more than anything, | wanted to walk with dignity. 

over the erowd until we heard 


d, a silence 


As we p 
a timid offering of applause, occasionally punctuated with an 


outhreak of cheers. | elanced at my comrades to see their 


hroad smiles when we heard hoorahs. Every now and then, 
I glimpsed in the crowd a face full of contempt for us or saw 


me wave. I felt a 


(} 


an acquaintance who pretended not to 
isturbing jumble of sadness and angry defiance; | forced 
myself to look inte their eyes until they turned away. 
ched in a parade or not, | 
think every transsexual understands what we felt that day, 
ch one of us has had to take a stand about our identity. 
When | photograph transsexuals, men or women, Task about 
their histories. I know they have labored to arrive at the place 
where I've found them, They tell me about losing jobs and 
friends while going through transition, and how they fought 
hey talle about the people whe love them and 
is to make them understand. I see the strain 

= they speaks to me, and I know they've been 
through so much, But more than anything, | hear the relief in 
their votes, Satisfied with their changed bodies, they each tell 
me how much better they feel, and that they would do it all 
if they had to. | marvel at their strength: like tempered 
he kind that propels armies and liberationists, a 
. When I looks through my lens at 


them, I recognize the power of such willfulness. | want the 


to keep them: 
how difficult 
in their 


ac 


single-minded convietic 


world to know the force of their heauty. 


estosterone 


I }a dose of testosterone every tw the standard maintenance schedule fo 
injoct myself with a dose ¢ sctions, the oil-based i 
men like 1 en injections, the oil-based drug absorhe 

slowly through the muscle tissue. T admit I've become very 


attached to takin the hormone, which is responsible for all 

any physical masculine attributes, like my facial and body yy 
and m 
< drive and emotional state too. During the peak part of my 


Je development. I've also noticed that it affects my 


cycle, [turn into a randy, greasy kind of guy who is more than 
a little irritable. 
Learning to manage the emotional and physical effects 


of te one hasn't been easy. There are moments when | 


don't do well at all. I've had many regrettable Fights with my 
partner that could have been avoided had it not been for the 
Jation of my temper. It’s hard to describe the way it 
| 
ed a man on the street for verbally assaulting a woman, | 
Ay brain didn't 


er the consequences before my fist 


rapid 


me compulsive 


act to situations, Once, I actually 


ift and instinctual. 


The anger I felt w. 


have a second to consi 
was flying, Luckily, the man wasn't really hurt, and being a 
weenie, he just went away. What if he hadn't? | 
Ihave found that people in the body-building community | 
are the most familiar with this kind of chemically induced 
behavior. They call it “Roid Rage.” Fortunately, my occasional 


meltdowns are mild in comparison to what competitive 
athletes experience. Learning to recognize when I feel unusually 
agitated helps me get a grip and so does a good workout at 

the gym. Discontinuing the testosterone isn't really an option 


nei 


much of my identity hinges on it. Maybe, over time, 
medical science will find a more efficient way to administer 


this drug for transsexuals, Until then, it’s a great lesson in 


self-contr 


— 


e yuit 


first fine Italian suit at a shop for m cight and under. My good friend Tere 
nt my first tine Ita yeuila 


nee 
hougl ‘ll pieinbiol tore, where h : 


had shopped himself. He 
val | could find a variety of suits from whe 
vy slight stature, and that the sale 


aseured 1m hto 


men won 


choose, dezpil 
be very understanding since they were all short too, | 


was 
more than a little nervous about it. [ knew next to nothing 


= fine clothing: | had never put on a tie 


about OF even 


oe 


owned a pair of dres 
Fortunately, ‘Terence agreed to come with me for mora 


support, and [ set out on one of my first coming-of-age waters: 


tures, Upon arrival, we were graciously met by a well-groomed 


Jow who quickly summed me up. Obviously Iwasa working. 


ass joe who had never dressed a day in his life ~ not very far 
from the truth really. Relieved by his assumption, I was glad iy 
avail myself of his expertise. 
Mter what seemed like hours of deliberation about colon, 
and fabric, I finally made a selection. Marvin, the tailor, 
asked me to try on the suil so he could refine the fit of my 


manly new garment. While he measured and creased, he told 
me important things about being a man of taste: about the cul | 
of a good tx, the difference hetween a Windsor and a Full 
indsor, that | should never lean back ina chair while wearing 


my coal, and (0 always pull up my socks, 1 remember panie 


ing 
hed which side 1 dressed on (I quickly thousht | 
about being right-handed). He speculated that women would | 


when Marvin 


find me irresistible in my lovely new suit and said that I must 
learn to slow dance. Marvin was adamant that | should never 
offer a rose on the first date: it should be a carnation instead. 
He also warned me that women who like ties ean choke you in 


ion. BEWARE! Terence and I exchanged a 


quick glance at each other and laughed out loud. Boy, was | 


the heat of pas 


setting my money's worth— a tailored suit and free advive on 


ating etiquett 
Alter he showed me four different ways to fold my hand- 
rechiel, and 1 was out about six hundred clams, Marvin patted 
me on the back and expounded on how all the world respects 4 
ran ina good suit, | felt at least two inches taller when 
walked out of there, and it wasn't heea 


Se Le 


rtlons 


& YOU'RE JUST A DYKE WITH A BEARD. ARE YOU MISOGYNIST? 
S — MASCULINE. WHY CAN'T YOU JUST BEA BUTCH < & 


22 


6 


-QUA13H TUNOA NVM SIL $300 


a 


“a, NOA SNITIVS O1 CASA 139 1. 


“JIN OL TIWING WOOT THLS NOA diel 
YNOA 440 LD OL LANA 


MIBV ARE JERKS, WHY WOULD YOU WANT TO BE 
HOMOPHOBIC. YOUR VOICE DOESN'T = 
S- 


Be 
E 
se 
: 


‘BE SO EXOTIC! MAY | TAKE YOUR PHOT. 
Us MEAN I’M GAY: YOU'RE REALLY q 
: | 


? 


NTO YOU DOES 
OU HAVE A PENIS 


JUNO) NAOM HOLM AMA SHIT = 
MGS OUIHL FHL JWNOA “NINOM= 


— 


AGS FAV STVMXGSSNVEL MNIHL | NVIAIOM 
WH O) GQLVHLIW NAS SAVATIY J/LI 2HdvH9 


INTRIGUE ME. MY ATTRACTIO 
= BEST OF BOTH WORLDS. DO Y 


a] 
— 


THIS IS WOIMYN-ONLY SPACE. WHERE'S YOUR 
YOU: M1 NOT A LESBIAN. DO YOU HAVE = 


‘AMUOS 291 


MUST BE SOME KIND OF FREAK. | CAN'T BE WITH 


; UKE A WOMAN. YOU DON'T BELONG HERE. ; 


FUNOA ENVIN TWA YW 39 OL SOM 1 


1d NOA &NOA LAGUY ‘LHOHS 40 OND! 
‘Wilds LOOHS YIN TLAOA -NVIN 


V LON JH,NOA “NGA I LNOO | 1nd 


—) 
= 


| 


offrey Sheulowit2 


Li wo desire fora Bat Mitevah (the: female 
to Hohre 


treated awa man there, Onee Chad an 


ola Rar Mitwvah). Enovor even wontod sg 


rehook until Leould go to aeynagogue and ty 
the hange avd hal 
iy niaatoctomy, | began goings to teinplon Htoal: Trak tial 
clase and ovoutually had my Bar Mitevah, 
My father never had a Bar Mitewal weweniany, nor dil 
ayeunele or my breather «a tina ways Un the only aay 


in iny Family in at loaet two yonwrations whe 
aotiially wont through a at Mitevah coroujany, 
Hor me, it wae an alflemation af my heritage oud 
vlavhe Lam tow ‘Traditionally, a young bay eave living 

the coromiany, “Haday Panna tian,” Falwayw Colt thot thie 
wold be the porleot exportence for me, and oven thaugh | 
dida't actually tan up thore on the Bora and say th tle 

fovlings wore verlainty there, 


Matt fice 


I been tending bar ata gay bar, The guys | work with have been fine. Sometimes when peor 


hat they wouldn't have 


find out, they make pronoun slips 


bar and 


made befe 


There are patrons who come into the 
refer to me as “she” and won't change il, even when I've told 
them it's not appropriate. 

Vithis 


because th 


and 


ye are all masculine and really hypercon- 


it’s about what i n't okay, You know, 


of heing masculine and don't want to he perceived as 


inine because then they would be nellie and that’s just 


not okay. (It's a hear har: bears and hiker 
flannel shirts.) 


But there are men at the bar who are incredibly supportive. 


Harleys and 


Ina lot of ways, I'm more empowered by men than by 


ees through 


women, I've had a really hard time with ¢ 
had fe. 


hecause 


my pre exclude me from 


t 


ia) 


| made the decision to stop 
al 


he biker guys are very ce 


out my identity, 


heing in d 


They're probably the most accepting 


of me. The ones who have become my 


friends have helped me explore how | feel about being a man, 


how Lam aman differently than other people, and my kinship 


to other men, Some have really helped wet through what 


itis that | want to take on as part of being a man, 


me 


Many of ny. role models linve boon leatliermen and 'ppevgets 


so they un 


stand that a young queer 1 meone non- 
traditional. | think some people assume that transsexuals have 
this eexist stereotype about how they're supposed to act, and 
I've had men tell me that | don't have to be that way: “You 


can bie anyway youwanttolbe and thdbern wiabegai! 


of aman.” 


ames Uren 


| | nao hoon ad dransing was somthing Thad alae saggy 
Tost my singing voice onse to do, so [joined a men’s spiritual drumming group, 
‘The group validated my masculinity, first of all, by jug 
attache 
no questions, After about a yea, I asa 
to fill a leadership role, and at that point | 
thought I should tell them about my Kies 
asa woman. After a short period, these whi 
d admiration for me he 
transition to manhood, 
Being in the group accelerated my 
acceptance of myself as a man. I went 
into this place that had concentrated 
male energy, dealt with male issues and 
ver had my own masculine identity questioned 
or challenged. experience in itself solidified my feeling 
that my masculinity was just fine the way it was. 


accepting me as a man with no strings 


express 


cause of my 


i] 
I, having to relearn h 


to be around women. You know, it’s like being in high schaol 


| again, Hoy 


ty differs 


now 1 fel the same but I sen differs 
I've always dressed and acte 


do you ask someone out, or just hang out? I's ve 
nt 
ly. 
| this way. Py 
hasically the same person, except Lab, f 
looked like a female. 


I've heard how women talk about men, and I don't ever 
want to he that fool. I don't want to be misunderst; vad oF su 
st because of what | look like. I like heing a ii 
and it has nothing to do with power. I just lock ke” 
how | feel. 


en 


as 


Oren Lameron 


| learned a lot ahout hard work from my father. He 


taught me how to mend fences and haul hay, and 


sometimes we worked right into the night if rain was coming. 


He grew up during the Depression and quit school when he 


was thirteen 
attended nig! 


to work to feed his family. He broke horses and 


ht school to become an electrical engineer, When 


feidied; hewasithe hove obechie auleseailent, 


n 


| 


he loved me, 
always had'la 


My dad believed everybody should pull himself 
by his own bootstraps, and even though I was his 
laughter, he raised me to have the same masculine 

work ethic. He was often impatient and a 

perfectionist and had trouble showing me that 
ut he had a real soft spot for animals. We 
ts of horses, about thirty or forty eats and a 


bunch of dogs. With them, you could see how sensitive he was. 


I guess 


I'ma lot like him that way, and since my 


change, I look like him too. As | get older, it gets easier 
to understand and appreciate him for who he was—and 


to forgive an 


forget our differences. 


The last time I saw him, he told me that Thad a lot of 
guts to move to California with only a duffel bag and a 
hundred bucks in my pocket. | think if he could see me now, 


he would be p 


roud to call me his son. 


enital Heconstruction 
cin following om 


Two ol them are 


+ are of reconstructed gen’ 


. There are photos of three different model 
YW 


presentations of a procedure k 


av “metoidioplasty.” The third model is an example of 


*phalloplasty.” 
Metoid 
through the use of the hormone testosterone. The clitoral 


ty, in simple terme, enlarges the clitoris 


hood then becomes a foreskin, and silicone testi 


implanted in the larger, outer labia, ‘The clitoris, 
xually responsive and 


remain 


akaped like a amall 


hecomes erect without prosthetic a 
Phalloplasty is the construction of a phallus using a skin 


hody, euch asa flap of skin 


graft from another part of the 
from the back, belly, thigh ov 
implanted, and after a complex surgical procedure, the new 


sroarm, A prosthetic device ix 


penis can hoth arinate and become erect. Silicone implants 


in the ater labia serve ae testicles 


Ie should be said that not every brangsexual man elects < 


nital reconstruction for reasons ranging from 


to have 
fear of surgical complication and discomfort lo simply 


heing unable to afford it, Some find the current surgical 


thee avethetically or functionally, 


options unacceptabl 
Others don't feel it ie a matter of choive: they are too 


uncomfortable withaut it 


etoidioplasty: Subject 


ve to wear two pairs of trunks at the swimming pool heeause don't think the bulge 


a 


I in my pants 
is hig enough. [U3 really obvious when my elathing a 


Without a larger phallus, the testicle implants alon, iat don’ 
f 
sive the look I want. try to appreciate what I have singy _ 
: since 
surgery, but it 


hard when I live in a society that associate, 


penis size with a man's worth. 
I'm not convinced that most women are concerned with 
the size of a man's penis (even a guy with a small dick can 
a lot of tull) but I can't even ejaculate, much less pence) 
Iiolates and handicaps me in an invisible srt ofven ree 
really angry about il! - 
don't always think I'm inadequate though. My last lover 
didw't seem to mind at all. In fact, I think she enjoyed not 
having to use a diaphragin or other contraceptives: She acted 
as though my size was normal, | guess il was good enough for 
her because she loved me. 
ed to call it an enlarged clitoris, | would 


have to admit that that’s what it is, IL just can't function 


If 1 were pre 


exactly like a penis. | wish | could delude myself, but [ can't 


be 


Metoidioplasty: Subjec 


el better havi 


2 my genitals on the outside of my bo 
sell asa man in the world. Reall 
it doesn't make that much differene 
mean, | don't wear tight pants, 


and I do 


my: 


ifiecapecaianobiiy 


a/day-te-doy basi 


son 
I 
no bulge that shows, 

't care about that anyway. But in terms of pre: 


there’ 


nting 
If to a potential partner, having genitalia that look some- 


what like they're supposed to helps me feel confident. 


Although Lam very conscious of being different, | feel sure 


, T might imagine having a 


of myself as a lover, In my fanta: 


larger penis, but in reality, it doesn't matter. My surgery is good 
enough. I have sexual function, and now | have a body that 


satisfies my needs: it reflects my own masculinity. 


That protrusion is important 


4] 


alloplasty: Subject 


| vcielfriend through a personals ad. During the time we were getting to lsnow each oth 
met my git! mentioned that [ had had several surgeries and was h, Ht 

some cosmetic scar revisions. I didn't really go into an 
didn’t tell her | was transexual. : 

One evening, we were getting very intimate, and it 
became obvious that we were going to be sexual, | didn't 
see how I could stop everything and tell her. So we went int 
the bedcoom, and I thought, mayhe it being dace andl 
just wouldn't notice, She grabbed hold of it and started ty 
give mea hand job. Then she abruptly stopped and si, 
“You haven't always been a man, have you?” 

We're still seeing each other, and she hasn't said a whole 
lot about it other than she thinks it's a little too big to he 
comfortable. She says it looks fine, but she prefers oral sex 


to intercourse because it’s a bit painful for her. 


Hernative Genital Modification 


ame transsexual men have been exploring alternatives to genital surgery by modifying their h 
: with piercings, The subject in this photograph 
te 
Through a series of piercings, he is gradually pulling 
outer labia together with severa 4 


dies 
4 has been taking 
sterone: his clitoral enlargement is hormonally induced 


: : his larg, 
ings. By doing so, he 
fa produce wxcrchunlikeappeseanes and 


bu 
place more visual 


emphasis on his enlarged clitoris. This type of genital modifi. 


cation is relatively inexpensive and accessible, and docs at 


compromise sexual and excretory functions. 


ast Reconstruction: Subjects | an 


M transsexual men feel discomfort with having breasts and usually obtain reconstructive 
— surgery as soon as possible, Surgeons employ different ; 
niques when reconstructing a chest, and much js 


chen 
ech. 
letermined 


© examples, 


hy a person's initial breast size. In the following ty 
Chest Subject 1 haz undergone a complete bilateral mastectomy 


Both nipples have been reconstructed from one nipple and 
grafted into place. Having had small breasts, Chest Subject 2 
underwent a simple reduction in which an incision was made 
at each nipple and all excess internal fatty tissue was removed, 
No surface tissue needed to be cut away, and the nipples wen 
not repositioned, He retains all nipple sensation, 


Sergeant Stephan Thorne 


‘. Stephan Thorne has hem a police officer for sixtoun years. Having received « hrnaze medal of 


valor, his record with his department is exemplary. He hax 


been a stre 


hie career, and in 1994, he wet a precedent in the foree by 


vice in alfirmative-nction policive throughout 


transitioning on the job 


site than, hasan been larly 
responsible for transgender eensitivity training among 


fellow officers 


sing two children. He served in the United States 


el Army and is now 
eayployed as an electrician. A devout member oft 
he 


Chureh of Chris 


are about to be married. 


Tony recently met a wom 


an, and they 


‘ 

( lar worker, Struggling asa single Parent, he works two sh: 
Leta ere different factories. In addition, 
hris is as 


ifts a day a, fe 
he manages t, 


‘© Maintain 4 
long-distance relationship with his girlfriend hy frequely 
driving three hundred miles to see her, Chris doesn't aleep 
much, 


68) 


octor Stephen Whittle 
D. Stephen Whittle teac 


ETM Network and is vieesp 


lobbying group that campaig 


lent of Press for Change, the 


or transsexual rights, Stephen 
also writes essays on sexuality and gender issues. He lives with 
hig partner of seventeen years, Sarah, and their two children, 

who were conceived by donor insemination, Dr. Whittle’ 
more casual interests include a no: 


lawmen of the American Wild West 


aia for the historical 


aw at Manchester Metropolitan University. He coordinates the U-Kis 


ase 


rainer, He is a discipline , compe 
I{-employed fitness traine 

Shase is a sell " 

ilding fan, Chase is 

; dy-building 

navid be p 


lilivg 
i »hundre 
4 sing over three 
capable of bench pres 
athlete, capa 


il Pounds 
rests inchide 
ial investing, Currently, he 
financial investing 
ical science and 
political s 


r i es 2t inte 
Juri ak conditioning. Chase's othe 
during pea 


isin 
echool pursuing a degree. 


Brynn 


Pix and graphic designer by profession, Brynn is also a surfing enthusiast and a mother 
Po 


progressive political ideals, Hie lifes further enrieled by his 


nate about his life since transition, he is committed to 


Pr hteen-year-old daughter and his wide cincle of friends 


avid Harrison 


O. some level, | waz always attracted to men, hut I just 
4 fs just couldn't relate to them whe s 
injust didn’t fit, When Twas female, wae a lesbian, Asa man a 


1 find I still like that same-sex relationship dynamic. There's 


ag more sexually exciting about it, | don't have to 


some! 


he 

ao aware of what gender | am. The culture constantly rein- 

forces gender stercotypes in male/female relationships, which 
m very complicated, | lnow some people enjoy that 


contrast, but it’s net what | prefer. 


My altraction to men 


z ry visceral, | enjoy them 
aesthetically, in terms of muscles, genitals and legs. | Tool 


at male bodies a lot, and maybe I look: at mysel 


ni relation 
tw them heeause of my own physical evolution ae a trans 


sexual mans 
When I plac 

completely pre-operative (I had breasts and a vagina), but | 

looked male by all outward appearance: 


dape 


onals ad for male sex partners, | was 


. In the ad, | explained 
that | was female-to-male, and elaborated more completely 


to any phone respondents. 

T got a lot of responses from men who were primarily 
straight but said that th 
say have had only 


y were bisexual. In actuality, they 


© two experiences with men. When 


they came over, | wasn't what they expected, although | had 


told them on the phone that | looked male and that they 
might not be attracted to mi 
think it really flipped them out to be dealing with my genitals 


if they wore heterosexual. | 


in the context of such a masculine presence and appearane 


There were a few men who handled it. One of them said 
th me, he realized that being sexual wasn’ 


that, alter being 


<o much about bodies as about erotic energy between two 


people, and that to him, | wae a man, 


] 


ames uleen 


to Hell and clawing your way back out People talk about how happy 


like deseem 


they are 


when they're just starting hormones, when it’s all new. That 
experience was obliterated for me because, during that time, | 


lost my relationship of thirteen years, the relations 


hip that 1 


thought was the center of my life and one of unconditional 


i 
shocking and incredibly depr 


1 was conflicted because, on one hand, | was ex 


ne. 


a kind of elation as my body was finally taking on t 


Having my children taken away from my daily life was 


periencing 


he shape | 


had always wished it to be, but I wae alo feeling terribly lonely 


and abandoned. I felt 1 had lost & 


erything. [ was [ 


aced with 


reconstructing every part of my life, and it was extremely 


challenging—daunting even, and yet there was nothing else | 


could do but keep going. 
After the break-up, | couldn't be intimate wit 
It was just too painful. [t took a couple of years be 
allow myself to be with someone, During the s 


hegan to he afraid that no one would ever want me becaw 


of what I had done to myself. 1 was afraid that oth 


sidiyean't 


h anyone, 


fore | could 


er people 
peop 


would perceive my hody as mutilated, In fact, right after | 


returned home [rom having my lower surgery, while I lay 
there in pain and catheterized, I just started to ery. I was 


so scared: all | could say was “Who is going to lo 


Who is going to love me now?” 


we me? 


PDD $ 


adow Morton 


l. heen a gay man for about the last three years, I'm pretly matter-of-fact about it, and 
} at about it, and 


Tm with either accepts it or they don't, Sometimes things 


car get a little tricky along the way-you 


now—the whole 


caplanation provese brings up Lote of quertions from potential 


_ And come of the people | date get lind of harassed 


by other gay men w 


partne 


o say that I'm not really a guy, so af they 
continue to date me and have sex with me, it means they're 
spond to them by saying, “A guy 


having sex with a guy is straight? If you're worried about 


really straight. | alway 


heing straight, we'll go to bed once and hick, and then you 


can tell me if you've be 


in bed with a guy or a womar.” So 
y no argument 


far, there’ 


Sex isa lot more fun for me sow, I'm sa much more 


comnfortable. Wh 
cigre 


a l'm cruising on the street, | have a sense 


Jatory power and that I'm in complete control, | enjoy 
a bad-boy pe 


enact 


na and feeling that lm doing some- 
thing I'm not supposed to do. 

When | cruised as a woman, | always felt uncomfortable. 
Nine times out of te pped. The way | 


approached women never seemed ty he the way they liked 


. 1 got my face s 


heing approached. Now, I've found my niche. | ean be more 


aggre 


ve with another man, and although | experience lots 
of intimate and sensual moments with my male partners, 
when it comes to sex, it's often good old rough rutting. 
Sometimes that’s all J want. | don’t want to get up the next 
morning and have breakfast with this person. I don't want 

to know his name or phone number. | just want eex. In the 
women’s community, this kind of sexual expression is almost 
unheard of. 


The act of cruising and tricking is not on! 


xually 


exhilarating for me but it can also be very validating. Ws leind 
of a recognition thing, you know. These ave gay guys and they 
wouldn't be tricking with a female, But I know T don't have to 
ee L 

al 


t there Lo prove anything. As | become more coml 


«with who | am asa guy, | don't have to use other pe 


images and points of view Lo validate anything about my 


masculinity. I've already boon doing that for myself 


— 


loren Lameron 
g 


ymmeh about my coming to manhood has been about 


a quest for size, | mean, I really need to be 
a big man. All of the mon I've ed to as role models have 
heen hody-builders and athletes, They seem like gods and 
sreat beasts to me in their huge and beautiful bodies. | envy 
them, | want te be like them, They look so virile and 
invincible. 


7) 


Tkenow deeply that being a man and having strength isn't 
at all about my maximum bench press, but it doesn't seem to 
matter, All I can say is that, as my museles grow, being five 
foot three 


sn't feel quite 20 small. 
Sometimes | wonder if I'll ever feel hig enough. | wonder 
if I'l ever feel safe in this body. 


win’ 
gy 


x 


flax Dalerio 


| twok a few years for me to comfortably identify as a heterosexual man without 
qual 


camchow. After all those years of living in the lesbian com- 
saunity aml all Lhat indoctrinated feminiem of a certain type, 
cally hard to confess my eur - 


L sexual identity. 


juaas ti i 
identify as a heterosexual man, y 


ify 


jeally seen as sexist in some way. 1 mean, juet loo! 


© automat- 
neala 
into trouble, When I've said, 
Now [understand things like prostitution and pornography 
hecause nay zex drive hae gone up,” I've received alotol 


Jeautiful woman can gel yt 


criticism, When | say, “L like being a man in selation toa 


nan because | like feeling stronger,” | mean because have 


sore muscle mass now that Pn on lestosterone, But I don't 
think any less of women for it! 
Guys all over the world are apologizing for being men 


and are Urying to ereale a sense of equality with women. 


is all 


asncialization thing and that if we could fix society then 


Some say that thie friction or war between the sex 


everything would be okay. But when you take hormones 
and change your biological sex, you realize it has to be more. 


There's something profoundly physical going on. 


hayt 


Lis many buteh dykes, the day I was told to put on a shirt, despite the summer heat, forever marked 
my passage into the relentlessly gender-divided world. 


Nonetheless, | was raised as the youngest son, wearing my 
brother's hand-me-down jeans, T-shirts and work shirts 
through high school, I was fortunate to have a mother who 
allowed me great latitude to express masculinity, who in fact 
said nothing when I decided to wear my brother's clip-on tie 
to kindergarten with my usual cut-off shorts. (She later 
believed this “mistake” to be the cause of both my lesbianism 
) Twas sent home to change, but I don't 


and my dysphoria 
reeal] anyone ever really explaining why. Years later, having 
more ot less finally accepted my female body, | still talse my 


shirt off every chance I get, and | dress, stand and walk much 


the came as I did back then. 


Loren 


| ve first time | saw Kay! was al my art opening. | glimpsed her through the milling crowd as she 


at me with brilliant green eves. We didn’t 


stood there lo« 
speak that night; not untila year later did we actually meet 


When we introduced ourselves, 1 remember being impressed 
hy her masculinity. | had never been attracted to someone 
like her before, but she was handsome, and | recognized 


Je her. | saw my reflection in those eyes, and 


something i 


somehow that samene 


hayl 


V hat js most rich and most painful for me about our relationship is facing myself in Loren's image, 
and facing what my life might have been like had I taken a 


different path. Many times, the reflection—or lack of reflee~ 
tion—I've seen in Loren has been just too much to face. 
When I feel this anger and despair, I try to remind myself that 
beneath these shells, we are both human, searching for love, 
comfort and self-worth. Despite our struggles, | feel very 
Jucky to have found a partner who can see beyond the body, 


who reallyonen me. 


‘one makes me emotionally distant 


ander for me to hear hee then, and her 
difficult for me to r 


Kayt feels that it 
anxiety frustrates me; 
change in my behavior, Growing impatient with her, I 


nize the 


begin to lose my temper. I get angry and seared and mean. 
Arguing, we nd deflect one another 


until we reach an impasse. We shut each other out, retreating 


motionally attack 


into bristling, growling slances. Again, a sameness, but 


repelling like the wrong ends of two magnets. 


so much alike that it’s painful when we are different. | have mood swings sometimes, 


aut 


I have this idea in my head that tran: 


pposed to be the struggling ones, and 


) are 


xuals, like artis 


that their partners are supposed to be the stable, nurturing 


tanding behind their new 
lentified. Although | some- 


ones, those unsung heroines 
met But-I've alwaye been FTM 
times feel had about not being more traditionally nurturing, 
more actively supportive of Loren’s art or of his difficult 
sort of comfort: that 


iti dlaing loved bracinvonteut Gon Ue 


journey, | know | offer him anothe 


“same 


th, who in many ways feels the same pain and needs the 
same things. Loren and | are mirrors for one another. That 


is all about. 


is what our intimae 


loren 


I. go places with her that I could not go before. Kayt makes it sa 


take me there, but I never feel less than. And in turn, offeri 


for me. She is strong enough to 


her own vulnerability, she can invile me all the same. There is 


a queer familiarity to our love, a trusting likeness 


aut 


I hang out in the lesbian community, so it’s hard to avoi 
hiding something. | don't feel comfortable just saying that 


gender pronouns without feeling like I'm 


I'm with a man, Yet it's such a complex thing to go into when 


© if | have a girlfeiend. | mean, they take 


They don't 


one look at me and ask, “What's her name’ 


expect to get a major social education! 


T forget though'liaw well my, Frtenida ener ane: Leva way 


I've been through this before with most of them, ..buteh-on- 


butch didn’t always go over so well, and then when [ showed 
irt, they 


relieved to see the recognition in their eyes when they say 


up ina thought it was a joke. Still, I’m always 


“Actually, you know, for you that kinda males senso...” 


Loren 


we have arrived at dif 
ar from the other. | 


better than nor really 
mowing, Faw cduld any two people-be cloves? 


comfort in her 


ito 
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